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moral questions.1 The problem as to the origin of this
distinction he did not, of course, investigate, and hence he
represents that stage of moral development which is but one
remove above the influences of constraint. The fact that
certain actions do give more lasting satisfaction than others
is recognised as an imperative motive for their preference,
but the why of this preference is not discussed. And since
its grounds do not form part of the immediate content of
conscience, we must ourselves postpone consideration of them
until we come to our general investigation of the motives
of morality. Here we are concerned only with their result,
namely, that in general the actions that give permanent
satisfaction are unselfish actions. The imperative of free
preference and the imperatives of constraint are in agree-
ment here; hence they tend to intensify one another,
especially since resistance to the motives of constraint in-
creases the unpleasant feelings that interfere with satisfaction.
This is why constraint is so important as an educational
means to the production of free morality. The character
that has the latter developed into the instinctive form, where
the right thing is done without inquiry into its grounds, may
be called rightecws. The righteous man, doing right for its
own sake, withstands temptations to which the man whose
only thought is to preserve his outward respectability falls
an easy victim. Since, however, he takes no account of the
ultimate end of his action, he is easily led to waver between
conflicting duties and to follow chance impulses, which may
result in a victory for the less worthy cause.

And so the processes of conscience find their completion
In the last of the imperative motives, that of a moral ideal
of life. Here one supreme life-purpose is the guide of each
and every action. This supreme purpose becomes a motive
for the individual consciousness, when the individual com-
1 Cf, Part. II, chap, i., pp. 5, 6.